Transformation
21-27 AUGUST
MELAKA



The theme for Melaka Arts and Performance Festival (MAP Fest) is ‘Traces of Transformation’,
which speaks in direct correlation of a desire and universal need for performance work that speaks of
regeneration through a rekindled past and traditional practice still passed down through generations.
Boldly moving forward, capturing the imagination whilst harnessing the potentials offered up by
both the collective and the individual. It aims to take each individual thread, to then weave these into
a tapestry of knowledge, colour and life. At MAP, artists present individual and collaborative works
of art that incorporate the experimental. They produce on-site works and performances that are
profound, empowering and transformative to the audiences.

MAP Fest 2023 will include three main directives: residential residential workshops,
collaborations, and performances. This year the festival will span over the week leading to 25, 26,
27 August festival weekend.

MAP and the transformative - MAP’s focus draws on the power of art to generate awareness of
the power of human sense of meaning in transitory conditions. What has contributed to the positive
srtive and what is our capacity to affect what is a global from an individual level?

'Poor Festival’

To explore these questions, we are extending MAP’s art festival model to incorporate the philosophy
and power of the ‘poor theatre’ (Towards a Poor Theatre, Jerzy Grotowski). Here the use of
extravagant props, material and decorative ornamentations will be challenged with nature’s
fundamental power of the use of the body, mind and spirit (the psyche) in the creation of art.

The singer's power is in their vocality; the dancers in their psycho-physicality and the visual artist in
their use of available basic materials from both nature and refuse. Innovation is key to the artist’s task
to convey their stories and their messages. Grotowski coined the term ‘poor theatre’, defining a
performance style that rid itself of the excesses of theatre, such as lavish costumes and detailed sets
(hence ‘poor’). ‘Poor Theatre’ centres on the skill of the actor and is often performed with only a
handful of props. ‘Poor theatre’ can be performed anywhere in bare spaces and MAP’s connection to



this is its site-specificity and proximity to spectators. We experiment with the elasticity within this
range and the use of simple and waste materials for expressing the common and deep inner human
experience.

Morphing Festival

One challenge is to allow the festival to morph naturally and to meet with transitory support. So
ideas are met with the imminent reality. In reality, the festival has its own way of cutting its of path
and it is futile to resist. The response from artists has been overwhelming and the wealth is still in
within the artistic exchanges the artists bring and the long-term relationship that is monumental in
its effect to the artists creative possibilities. This artists-led festival presents a richer and diverse
palate of creative works away from commercial and often homogenised market of art production.
Artworks originating from the imagination of artists built from individual experiences and wealth
from all cultures and life paths, brings a strong human message for positive transformation and a
love for art, irrespective of culture, beliefs and religious differences. MAP provides platforms for a
collective of individual and independent voices and long-term relationships.

Who are MAP Artists?

MAP artists traditionally are independent artists from all cultures spanning the local and global. They
include accomplished professionals as well as emerging individual voices in dance, performance and
visual art, music and multidisciplinary practices. At MAP, artists present individual and collaborative
works of art that incorporate the experimental. They produce on-site works and performances that
are profound, empowering and transformative to audiences. The artists play a vital role in this
mental and spiritual shift.



14 - 19 Aug: TEMIER JUNGLE TRIP
21- 23 Aug: WORKSHOPS

23 Aug: FORUM

22 - 27 Aug: PERFORMANCES

This four-day pre-MAP residency will have
thre purposes. One is partly recreational with
trips to jungle, rivers and walks, secondly a
workshop with an all-night trance ceremony
with the indigenious TEMIER people in the
jungle. Tony Yap will also facilitate
explorations of continuous trance states
with Agus Riyanto.

- 2-DAY INTENSIVE WORKSHOP — 21 & 22
Aug

Trance - ‘Trance Animalising’

at St Paul’s Hill 9pm - 12 Midnight

Workshop on contemplative trance and
movement aesthetics. An intensive focus on
deep trance aesthetics. Led by Tony Yap
with Agus Riyanto.

(cost: suggesting RM60 to cover expenses)

— Wed 23 Aug, Warehouse 8pm

This documentry will be followed with an hour
forum on the topic of artmaking and pacing in
discussion in terms of contemplation and
depth of practice.

stop / rest / paee (1 hour) - forum

PEFORMANCE SCHEDULE, next page

- 23,25, 26, 27 Aug

(see Performance Schedule, next page)

The venues will be at the ruins of old Capitol
and Warehouse — Bangunan

> Lighting and sound

This workshop & collaboration festival spans
two weeks leading to the final three days and
nights of presentation of works. We will
have:

> 3 Bose portable/rechargeable speakers
and one powerful speaker/amp for the main
space.

> 5 portable/rechargeable lights (full
range of colours)

> Programs
Programs will all be available online.

> Funding

Artists are responsible for their own
acquisition for funds and MAP can provide
letters of invitations for the artists” individual
funding applications from their own countries
or sources.

&
< —PadJ

- On-line publicity: E-plus and Tony Yap
Company (TYC)

- Program and pubilicity: TYC

- Creative Direction: Tony Yap

- Associates: Kien Faye Lee, Taka Takiguchi,
Lim PaikYin, Agus Riyanto,
Roger Soong

- ALL participating artists

- ALL enthusiastic photographers

MAP Fest acknowledges the spirit-filled and generous
support provided by Andrew Ching, Suen Kar Nee
and the staff from E-Plus Global for past decade. MAP
is non-profit and there’ll be a website and publicity. All
support people provide their work voluntarily.

Thank you Lee Kien Faye, Roger Soong of Baboon
House for generousty in his help in so many ways.
Thanks also to Qamar for the generous use of
Bangunan warehouse, Yen from Baba Kaya.

And this year, thank you also to all artists for shaping
the festival and helping one other.

tyc

tony yap & company

TPy imanur ce
Pradattions



MONDAY 21 AUG
8.00 - 10.00 am Morning

1.00 pm Lunch -
4.00 pm Welcome
9 -12 Midnight

TUESDAY 22 AUG

8.00 - 10.00 am Morning
daytime freetime
8-10 pm

WEDNESDAY 23 AUG
daytime Freetime -

7.00 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

THURSDAY 24 AUG

3 pm

8 pm

& Breakfast (St Paul’s Hill)

- (Warehouse)

(St Paul’s Hill)

& Breakfast (St Paul’s Hill)
preparation

(St Paul’s Hill)

(Warehouse)
(Warehouse)
(BABA KAYA)

(Prima Hotel)

with AGUS (St Paul’s Landing)

FRIDAY 25 AUG

DAY
5.00

NIGHT
Start
7.30
till end

Warehouse

SATURDAY 26 AUG

DAY
5.00

NIGHT
Start
7.30

till end

BABA KAYA
& Riverside

SUNDAY 27 AUG

DAY Baboon house
12 noon

Warehouse
4.00

6.00

NIGHT
8.30
9.30



WAREHOUSE, BABA KAYA & Riverside
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MAP FEST 2023
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Ankur Saxena Bashar is a thespian, director,
voice coach, performance artist, poet and
playwright. He holds a Master’s in Performance

Brahmarakshasa - The Deamon
(30 mins) — performance

Studies from Ambedkar University, and a =~ ) The Narada Purana(Hindu

Master’s in Acting from the prestigious National "y T Scriptures) describes an episode of
School of Drama. Currently he is a Junior & = Kalmashapada conversing with a
Research fellow for ministry of culture. Ankur ] 2 E} I brahmarakshasa, whose abode was
travels across India to understand and discover S, a banyan tree. The brahmarakshasa
vocal techniques. A recent addition to his .. ) told the king that he had previously
repertoire is psycho-physical movement and s been a wealthy Brahmin from the
psycho-vocality. He has also written and country of Magadha named Somadatta. Having mastered
directed several plays. His recent production the Vedas, Somadatta had grown arrogant from the

Sun's Seventh horse received great appreciation knowledge he had acquired and his youth, due to which
He currently teaches at Shoolini University as he stopped heeding his preceptor. He was hence reduced
Assistant Professor for Performing Arts. to the state of a brahmarakshasa. Unable to experience

happiness, he is described to consume the flesh of
Brahmins and lead a life of agony.
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(MALAYSIA)

Team IN-FEST is an evolving collective of artists, musicians
and like-minded individuals- some were born in Melaka,
others have come from elsewhere and decided to stay. All
are united with a share sense of "Our Town" - a
celebration of occupying a charming, magical, stimulating
place and the potential of collective creativity. In 2011
Team IN-FEST held its first festival, an ambitious coming
together of musicians, artists, performers and others in
commercial, home and improvised venues in central
Melaka. Team IN-FEST continues to quietly seed, percolate
and grow projects and has for the last decade contributed
richly to MAPfest.

MAP FEST 2023

Untamed Garden
(2 hours) — installation / performance

An experimental and durational performance that
hope to slow down the audiences' tempo thru
slow binding of ropes by a macrame artist;
intertwine with looping electronics music by a
sound artist and a real host of the house. They
also wish to explore their own existence in the
present space in relative to one another with the
presence of audiences.




c "AN (MALAYSIA)

Chan Kar Kah (b.1997) is a Malaysian
interdisciplinary artist, choreographer, educator,
and director of Marrow Collective. Kar Kah was
trained in Chinese classical dance, Chinese ethnic
folk dance, and contemporary dance at Beijing
Normal University. In 2018, she founded Marrow
Collective which explores the interstices of dance
and visual arts. Kar Kah's research on local
Chinese dance surrounds the ancestral traditions
and somatic memories of the Malaysian Chinese
community, and their influence on Chinese dance
in Malaysia. With later involvement in Chinese
opera and Chinese martial arts (Nan Quan), she
seeks the commonality between the body
movements of these arts and the integration
between them in Tanah Melayu. Her works also
focus on Chinese philosophy, oriental body
movements, and their integrations between the
cultural exchanges in Southeast Asia.

MAP FEST 2023

(15 mins) — performance

DONG’, continuous motion of a life-form, a
physical object, a centripetal force and
movements of the inner dimensions. From our
perspective of embodying traditional philosophies
to understanding the way of things, there’s
always circles, roundness, and curves in the
inevitable inertia of thinking patterns in the
Chinese culture. What kind of sound would it be?
If the way of roundness can surround one’s life. A
humming voice, a sharp beat, an overwhelming
frequency, a calming sound wave.lt’s the sound
from the oriental land, that humbles these
immovable bodies.






LIM
PAIK
YIN ...

Lim Paik Yin (b. 1980) is a visual anthropologist
and interdisciplinary artist working on research
projects that intersects art and anthropology. Her
experience working as a photo researcher
cultivated an interest in the semiotics of images
and its cultural representations. This has led to
furthering her studies in Visual and Media
Anthropology at the Department of Political and
Social Sciences, Freie Universitat, Berlin (2017-
2021). Her thesis research intersects art and
anthropology with a focus on collaboration and
the various mediums of presenting and
transmitting knowledge. Her photography and
films has been presented in Germany, India,
Ireland, Finland, Malaysia, the Philippines, South
Korea, Singapore, & Spain. She has facilitated labs
and workshops in festivals and artist residencies in
South East Asia.

MAP FEST 2023

Recollections of a Rainforest
(15 mins) — performance

This improvisation explores the post-effects of the
body in movement from jungle to urban city
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(JAPAN / AUSTRALIA)

Taka Takashi GEA &) is an independent practicing hody of 46

artist and producer of Japanese heritage based in (15 mins) — performance

Naarm (Melbourne) with over 10 years of

experience in the arts sector. His art-making In June 2023, my grandmother passed away, finally.
process is to question social norms and their She had kept mumbling, 'l am ready to go anytime'

- structures from intersectional perspectives and to since her early 90's. So I'd be allowed to say that. She
create provocative works through the mediums of had each one of years 104 times. Lying in bed for the
poetry, installations, and various movement-based last few years of her life, filled with an abundance of
techniques: Suzuki Method, Butoh, and memories. Timelessness. Slowness.
shamanic/trance dance practices My grandma lost her first husband to the atomic

bomb. She remarried to my grandfather, then my
mother was born. | wouldn't be here if the bomb had
not fallen on Hiroshima that year. | owe my existence
to the bomb. Should we call it, a disaster or ... a
miracle? This body, as it is.

‘A body of 46" is a solo exhibition performance that
explores the body's journey, contemplations, and
expressions of the past, present and future through
cultural and personal interpretations. !







MAP FEST 2023

MIC
GUILLAUMES

Rainna SOONG: 5 years old, was born during the TRACES

rainy season..... : Very temperamental.... she likes (30 mins) — dance, painting

to draw and paint, sometimes dances... .... she has

a strong opinion and often pushes her father Painting leaves visible traces, dancing leaves
around on Sunday mornings .... While they meets invisible traces: At the crossroads of arts and
new people and exploring new ideas..... generations, random and improvised "event" in
Mic GUILLAUMES: as a child he preferred to situ.

climb trees to discover the nests of birds. Always
on the move...he is expelled from school. Thus
begins his career as a dancer....until he was 74
years old.

Dancer, choreographer, company director; among
other things, he develops live art in public schools
for teachers and professional dancers. Artistic
director of the "Danse au Coeur" festival, he
organizes "Itinérance" with 3000 dancers in
places of architectural heritage; He is appointed
"Dance expert" for the Ministry of Culture
(France).
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MAP FEST 2023

KRISTINE JONATAN
NILSEN OTTESEN
0MA (NORWAY)

Jonatan Ottesen is an Norwegian documentarist Chronically dancing
from Northern Norway. The past few years he has (15 mins) — documentary film
specialized in portrait documentaries. Jonatan is now
having a premiere on his latest documentary about
Kristine Nilsen Oma, and how she can make an
fantastic dance performance while having severe ME.

This documentry will be followed with an hour forum
on the topic of artmaking and pacing in discussion in
terms of contemplation and depth of practice.

stop / rest / pace (1 hour) - forum

Kristine Nilsen Oma Is a Norwegian choreographer
that has lived with serious ME/CFS, an illness that
requires she stays in bed 20 hours every day to avoid
strong flu symptoms.

She will be present during the showing of this film
and if her health allows, she will be performing a
short dance in the response to the film, the audience,
and the place of performance. She will also talk
about the disease and the challenge of creating art
that is sustainable also for her.










MISSMALA

Missmala Dance Crew Studio is an art studio
located in Ciledug Lor Village, Blok Pamosongan,
RT 02 RW 01, Ciledug District, Cirebon Regency.

The Missmala Dance Crew Studio was founded on
November 17 2017 in Ciledug-Cirebon founded by
Tina Rosnawati, S.Pd. The name Missmala itself is
the stage name of her grandmother, Hanayati
Ismala. According to Tina, since her death,
Missmala's name began to fade, then he, who is
the grandson of Missmala, had the initiative to
continue the name, and a dance studio was

established called the Missmala Dance Crew Studio.

(CELETTH
The treasures and beauty of the world which were
the hope, are now lost and destroyed by fate.

Close your eyes forever, because For a wife Loyalty
is more honorable.

MAP FEST 2023

Topenyg Kreasi Jaya Perbangsa
& Gandari
(25 mins) — dance performance

Konta Basma Spear, is a powerful weapon
belonging to Adipati Karna which will be able to
kill Arjuna. But Gatot Kaca, who knew about the
threat, carried out his duty to defend the
Pandavas, even though Gatot Kaca himself knew
that Konta Basma's Spear would kill him.
"Pancén Perlaya" is his sacrifice as a Kshatriya to
defend the honor of the Pandavas and their
people. He carried out indiscriminate attacks,
with a sad heart because he would be separated
from his beloved mother, for the sake of justice
for his country.



MAP FEST 2023

(AUSTRALIA)

Wojak is a genderfluid artist whose work crosses scroll
the precipice of performative and visual art forms.
With a particular interest in site-specificity,
durational performance, ritual and altered states, A calligraphic dance
they create visually poetic work that resonates

with a visceral depth. Originally from

Sydney/Warrane they are now based in Widjabul

Wia-bul Bundjalung Country, Northern Rivers

NSW.

(20 mins) — performance

| ——

This multi-disciplinary artist has been has been
exhibiting for over 40 years, with work in
numerous award exhibitions & featured in private
and public collections. Wojak has performed and
collaborated at festivals in Australia, Europe and
Asia, & designed for large scale events.

A deeply rooted Eastern European sensibility of
non-verbal theatre and lush aesthetic meld with
ongoing movement & trance explorations to
evolve into a hybrid dance based practice in more
recent years.




MAP FEST 2023

(JAPAN / AUSTRALIA)

Kiki was born in Numazu City, Japan and works across Changing Poison into Medicine
textile, ceramics, performance, and design. (20 mins) — performance

In 2004 Kiki moved to Melbourne and lived in art studio
space and gallery The Foundry and completed an
Advanced Diploma in fashion design at Melbourne School
of Fashion. In 2007 she moved to Berlin exploring fashion
design, From 2015, Kiki started visiting Southeast Asia to
do arts projects bringing Asian perspectives to her
interdisciplinary practice, collecting materials and
exploring new ideas. She is inspired by natural
environments, mountains ,seas, flowers ,Japanese culture,
future SF, Buddhist and Shinto spiritualities, feminism and
Asian/western philosophies and aesthetics.

Within me lies a poison, carried since my birth.
At times it appeared beautiful, enchanting, its
worth. Yet this poison, at times, inflicted
immense pain. For | knew not how to handle it,
its domain. Now is the time, if this poison can
transform. Into a healing remedy, a power to
perform. Becoming a skilled physician takes
time. And |, too, have learned to manage the
poison’s chime. Through trials and hardships,
the poison did sting, But | have the ability to
turn suffering into a joyful thing. With this
power, | blend potions anew, Transforming
poison into medicine, through and through.
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(AUSTRALIA]

Zya Kane is a performance maker driven by a
passion for immersive, participatory experiences
that challenge traditional boundaries. With a
focus on sensory and immersive practices, she
explores the intersection of contemporary
performance, community engagement, and the
power of play. Zya's work encompasses devising,
directing, designing, and performing in
unconventional spaces, blurring the lines between
performer and audience. Committed to fostering
collaboration and active involvement, she delves
into intimate moments that awaken the senses
and imagines new artistic frameworks for diverse
participants. Through interdisciplinary training Zya
aims to create sensory-rich performance
experiences that engage and ignite transformative
experiences. (pic by Michelle Donnelly)

MAP FEST 2023

Sensing Blood Lines
(15-20 mins) — performance

Sensing Blood Lines is an exploration through the
body, scent, sound, sight, taste and touch to
discover ancestral memories, here and now.







MAP FEST 2023

PER
RUTLEDAL

(NORWAY)

Per Rutledal is an artist and curator based in absent = present
Bergen, Norway. He holds a masters degress in

(20 mins) — performance
curatorial practice from the Bergen National

Academy of the Arts, and is the founder and Drawing from a backgroung of military insights
president of the Norwegian Veteran Artist and exploits, Per leaves and impression of the
Program, NORVAP. seen and unseen. Per as an emerging

performance artist presents rare insights to a
soldier’s inner life.










MAP FEST 2023

Nini Gondrong is the stage name of a traditional The Spirit of Acheh

dance and music artist from Aceh whose real (7 mins) — performance

name is Murdani. He was born in Banda Aceh on

October 10, 1979. He founded a dance and music Aceh has a diverse culture as a regional entity.
studio called the Rampagoe Art Studio and has One of them is diversity in the art of dance. The
been the leader of the studio since 2000. Since spirit of Aceh Culture combines the diversity of
childhood, he has become an artist whose Acehnese dance movements which are elegantly
capacity is no doubt. He is often invited to mixed with body music and developed from
perform at various events both locally and traditional roots. This dance carries the spirit of
nationally. Even though he already has a lot of preserving Aceh's global dance culture

experiences, Nini Gondrong is never complacent
and stops to keep practicing and progressing.
Because art according to him is something
beautiful, about feeling, which continues to be
attached to him.













